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St. Paul's 

Episcopal 

Church 

Bremerton, WA 

 

We seek Christ and 
celebrate the 

mystery of God's love for 
all. 

 
We are progressive Christians 

in an open, inclusive, and 
affirming community of faith. 
We provide a safe harbor for 
everyone on their spiritual 

journey. 
We endeavor to bring God's 
presence to a world in need. 

---------------------------------------
----- 

 

July 12, 2026 

The Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
This Sunday's Ministry Team: 

Preacher & Presider: The Rev. Arienne Davison 
Deacon: The Rev. Bill Thaete 

Music Director: Colleen Shoemaker 
Media Arts: Tara Curran & Terri Anderson 
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A Message from The 
Rev. Arienne 

 
 
 
 
PRIDE 
 
I didn’t realize until I was driving into the town where 
I grew up that they didn’t raise me to be proud. I had 
been asked to preside and preach on my hometown 
Episcopal congregation’s Pride Sunday as a visiting preacher. Jesus has things 
to say about preachers in their hometown. Moreover, I wasn't a Christian back 
then. Back then I was more like Saul of Tarsus mocking and procedurally 
harassing Christians from a secular perspective for their hypocrisy and narrow-
mindedness. 
 
As I turned off the highway, I passed underneath a railroad overcrossing, I saw 
something I never saw as a child. Two large banners were attached to promote 
Black History and LGBTQ+ Pride. 
 
When planning the visit, the junior warden of the congregation had shared that a 
pastor whose lively growing non-denominational congregation rented space in the 
building thought it was inappropriate and even sinful for Christians to be proud. 
The junior warden hoped I might help the Episcopal congregation understand why 
it was ok to be proud or celebrate Pride.  
 
While I had some theological ideas in mind to share, the banners helped me 
realize something important that I had never said out loud. As someone who spent 
the first 18+ years of her life shaped by that town’s culture, I was not taught to be 
proud of who I was and where I came from by my neighbors. Moreover, I could 
easily recall moments when being Chinese American with a White or Black dad 
made me strange and suspect. My whole body remembers being called a freak 
and a dyke in junior high and the high school a couple blocks away from the 
church. 
 
Since I ended up marrying men, people stopped speculating about my sexuality. 
Including church people when I converted to Christianity and became an 
Episcopalian on the day of Pentecost in 2000. Despite these heterosexual cues, 
my childhood classmates were right. I am bisexual. I have been as long as I could 
remember. And because I was taught to hide that instead of being proud of it, I 
didn’t mention it. In fact, as far as I can remember the first time a church official or 
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form asked me about my sexual orientation was in 2020. I never lied when asked, 
but that was when the church started asking. So it was that in 2024 for the first 
time I said I was queer in a sermon in my hometown. 
 
And I made the case that we are grateful for and proud of our part in God’s 
creative efforts. We are proud of the human being that God made. And further, it is 
sinful to suggest that God couldn’t make a wholesome, connected human being 
who happened to be LGBTQ+ and love God. That would be the greatest sin of all: 
foreclosing the action of the Holy Spirit.  
 
I would not have become a Christian, much less a priest, if I had not seen people 
who were Queer (LGBTQ+) modelling faithfulness, gentleness and service. The 
Episcopal Church happened to be the place where I walked in the door as a 
college student, sure that God would strike me down for my sin. Instead I met a 
lesbian couple, both holy and utterly ordinary, who served the church and their 
God. I am grateful that for the past 20 years, the Episcopal Church has modelled 
for other denominations how to wrestle with the scripture, traditions, and the 
culture of the church and come to the same conclusion affirming the fundamental 
goodness in people God created as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Intersex, Asexual, and Queer.  
 
This year St. Paul’s will share our hope for all people to realize that Christ’s loving-
kindness and mercy is for everyone. Mainland Kitsap Episcopalians are gathering 
on July 18 at Kitsap Pride to say we are sorry for the ways Christians have 
disrespected the dignity of LGBTQ+ folks and offer a drink of water, swag and 
hope.  
 
All are welcome to visit the Episcopal Church booth at Pride. 

 
Kitsap Pride 

Saturday, July 18 from 3:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Gordon Field, Kitsap County Fairgrounds 
1400 Fairgrounds Road NW, Bremerton 

 
If you would like to help staff the booth, please register here so that we can 
coordinate our efforts.  
 
-The Rev. Arienne  
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Come join us at St. Paul's booth at 

Kitsap Pride 2026! 

Saturday, July 18th from 3:00pm-8:00pm 

Gordon Field, Kitsap County Fairgrounds 

1400 Fairgrounds Rd. NW, Bremerton. 

 
If you plan to attend, please click here to sign up: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScszbeQQ79MElfDYTLIFSKjP
4rXTdrtSIIo2DqiQ3SHG69LPg/viewform?usp=header 
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All are welcome at Book Fest August 13-15, 2026 at St. Paul's Bremerton, whether 
registered or not. Letting us know if you are coming helps us plan for a light meal 
at the beginning of each program. 
 

- Light meal and gathering 5:30 PM -6:00 PM 
- Program 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM 

 
Click here to register: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPP080WxO6qpu7HjGNWbrz
4JBMlfX8lkkWEUcikRpiMalJAg/viewform 
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Click here to join via Zoom: https://tinyurl.com/3mn96nwd  
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Click here to read the July 9th edition!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul's 

Bible Study Group 

 
We will next meet on Wednesday, July 15 

at 9:30 am in the 
Oliver Room to discuss the following 
readings: 
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• Genesis 28:10-19a 
• Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23 

• Romans 8:12-25 
• Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

 
All are welcome! Contact Sue Ahrens at 360.471.2139 with any questions. If you 
would like to join via Zoom, the link is below. See you on Wednesday! 
 

Here is the Zoom link for Bible Study: 
  

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83754444747?pwd=xfmYe5xgMLZZkB6Px7QHLV

KZ8ihttG.1 
  

Meeting ID: 837 5444 4747 
Passcode: 438263  

 

 

 

 

Moved 

by the 

Spirit 

 

Love dancing? Join us 
at Moved by the Spirit 

every Wednesday 
morning at 11:30 on 

Zoom.  
 

 

 

 

Katherine Adams is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
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Topic: Dance 
Time: Jun 10, 2026 11:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
    Every week on Wed, 110 occurrence(s) 
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar 
system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZwsdOuorjopH9bzJ8BkMMzfs
lCYYPsXHGp6/ics?i 
 
Meeting chat link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/jc/88132001352 
 
Meeting ID: 881 3200 1352 
Passcode: Dance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

" The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local 
neighborhoods we call home. Our stores are on a mission not just to be part of but to help 
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create a stronger community. We recognize that every community has unique causes that 
need support. Thank you for being such an important organization in our community." 

Please check to see if your Fred Meyer card is linked to 

St. Paul's to ensure continued donations. 

Thank you! 

 

During Jan-Mar. 2026, 28 households 
participated. Donations were $65.98! 

You're awesome! 
 

Please submit any changes/updates for the 

Halls of St. Paul's or Prayer Vine to Jessica Lewis 

at stpaul700@gmail.com. Thanks! 
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