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Welcome to St. Paul’s! 
We seek Christ and celebrate the mystery of God’s love for all. 

 
-Our Vision Statement- 

We are progressive Christians in an open, inclusive, and affirming 
community of faith.  

We provide a safe harbor for everyone on their spiritual journey. 
We endeavor to bring God’s presence to a world in need.  

 
 

Newcomers and Guests: Please sign our guest book in the lobby 
where you entered and introduce yourselves. We would love to 
give you a thank you gift for praying with us and learn more about 
you. 

 
 

Families with Children: We welcome people of any age who seek 
God’s love and saving help. 
The OK Corral is a good spot for small free-ranging kiddos. 
Families are especially welcome to gather on the rug near the altar 
step, where you will also find children’s activity bags. Quiet 
activities are available so kiddos can watch and learn while 
wiggling. 



 

 
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
An Inclusive and Progressive Community of Faith 

The Holy Eucharist 
​ 13 September 2026 

 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gather 
 
Share  
The Presider invites members and visitors to share important milestones of God’s work in their lives, like birthdays, 
anniversaries, job changes, new family members. 
 
Participate 
A member of the clergy or an elected leader shares important news about how to participate in the fellowship and 
mission of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
 
Acknowledge 
Presider      We begin by gratefully acknowledging the Native Peoples upon whose ancestral 
homeland we gather today. St. Paul’s was built on the ancestral land of the Suquamish Nation. The 
Suquamish are known as the “People of the Clear Salt Water,” and have lived in harmony with the 
lands and waterways along the Salish Sea for thousands of years. 
People        We offer our respect to Elders past, present, and future. 
 
We Listen for God 
Presider      Silence is not the absence of noise. Take a moment to breathe in God’s Holy Spirit and 
listen for the presence of Christ among us in every place we are. 
 
The people observe a moment of silent reflection begun by the toning of the singing bowl and ended with the ringing of 
the Martinique Bell. 
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The Word of God  
Opening Hymn: Come, Now is the Time to Worship words and music by Brian Doerksen 
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          Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718300. All rights reserved. 
Presider            Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People              And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Gloria (8 am) 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father,  we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Gloria (10 am): Gather Hymnal #624 “Lift Up Your Hearts” vv. 1-2 

 

 
                                                                         Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718300. All rights reserved. 
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The Collects 
Presider             Let us pray together.  
All                   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Presider             The Lord be with you. 
People               And also with you. 
Presider             Let us pray. 
                        O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that 
your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.    

The Lessons 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus 14:19-31 
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 
the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind 
all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the 
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is 
fighting for them against Egypt.” 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord 
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left. 
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 
the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

Reader           Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All               Thanks be to God. 

Exodus 15:1b-11,20-21 
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“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea. The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; this is my 
God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior; the 
Lord is his name. Pharaoh's chariots and his army he cast into the sea; his picked officers were 
sunk in the Red Sea. The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power--your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. In 
the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury, it 
consumed them like stubble. At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, the floods stood 
up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my sword, my 
hand shall destroy them.’ You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; they sank like lead in 
the mighty waters. Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders?” 
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the 
Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
A Reading from the Book of Romans 14:1-12 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise 
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord 
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also 
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then, each of us 
will be accountable to God. 
Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All                Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation: Gather Hymnal #208 “Alleluia” 
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Gospeler     The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 18:21-35  
All            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him 
the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his 
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But 
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to 
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
Reader ​  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All                  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Gospel Acclamation: Gather Hymnal #208 “Alleluia”  
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Sermon: Aaron Scott 
Silence follows the sermon 
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The Nicene Creed                            (from Holy Eucharist Rite Two: Expansive language) 
Presider​ Let us affirm our faith together. 
All                We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
The Prayers of the People  (from Form III, Prayers of the People, Book of Common Prayer) 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
Triune God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; That your Name may 
be glorified by all people. 
We pray for Bishop Phil, our parish priest Arienne, our deacon Bill, and for all bishops, priests, and 
deacons; That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; That there may be 
justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may find favor in your 
sight. 
Have compassion on Arienne & family, Lucille, Mike, Richard, Bob, Zoe, Allen, Pricilla, Darlene, 
Alexa, Raymond, Declan, Darrell, Brandy, Linda, Elaine, Gianna, Steve, Rolly, Kathy, Bill, Deacon 
Bill, Anne, Beth, & Becky; and all those who suffer from any grief or trouble; That they may be 
delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Marvin. Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also come to share in your 
heavenly kingdom. 



Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Prayers may be offered silently or aloud.  

Presider     God of power and might: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us 
to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Confession and Assurance of Pardon (from Holy Eucharist Rite Two: Expansive language) 
Deacon                    Let us confess our sins against God and our Neighbor. 
All                         Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
Presider                  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
The Peace 
Passing the Peace is an ancient practice where Christians recognize the holiness in one another before encountering Christ in the 
Eucharist. Members shake hands, hug, or bow to one another. The Peace comes to a close when the Presider bids the Offering. 

Presider ​ The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People               And also with you. 
The Holy Communion 
Offertory Hymn: Gather Hymnal #783 “Unless a Grain of Wheat” 
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Presider              Everliving Creator, we forget that all we have comes from you. We offer you tokens 
of our labor to remind us that we are utterly dependent on you for our memory, hope, and very 
breath. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving ​       Eucharistic Prayer from Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 3  
Presider            The Lord be with you. 
People ​            And also with you. 
Presider​   Lift up your hearts. 
People ​            We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider​   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People ​            It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Presider           All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. 
You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You 
brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy 
One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 
your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:  

Spoken Sanctus: (8am only) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest. 
Sanctus: Gather Hymnal #222 “Holy, Holy, Holy” (10am only) 
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The Presider continues:   Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; 
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led 
them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim 
the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored 
us to the glory you intend for us. We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took 
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, 
this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink 
this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” And so, remembering all that was done for 
us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and 
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, 
O Christ: Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come 
in glory!  
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the 
Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of 
hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of 
time gather us with blessed Mary, Paul, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.  
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship 
you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.  
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Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Members of the congregation who wish to do so may join hands during The Lord’s Prayer. 
Presider ​ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
All                Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread [The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.] 
Presider          This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.  
People             Whoever eats this bread will live forever.   
 
The Invitation 
Presider          The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome at God’s table. 
 
 
Communion Hymn: Gather Hymnal #939 “Behold the Lamb” 
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The Act of Spiritual Communion by St. Alphonsus Liguori (for those livestreaming from home): 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to 
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
Prayer after Communion  
Presider          In thanksgiving, let us pray.  
People​ ​ Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Sending of Eucharistic Visitors 
The Presider commends the Eucharistic Visitor to visit a member of the congregation then says, 
                    We who have received the gift of Christ,  
People            Share our hope in the breaking of Bread.  

Blessing  
Presider​ May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our 
sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children, be 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen.   
Closing Hymn: Gather Hymnal #777 “Here I Am, Lord” 
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The Great Beginning 
Deacon             Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
All                  Thanks be to God.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Altar Memorial 
This Sunday’s sanctuary candle was given by the Altar Guild. 

Today’s Ministry Team: 
Presider: The Rev. Arienne Davison         

Preacher: Aaron Scott 
Deacon: The Rev. Bill Thaete 

       Music Director: Colleen Shoemaker      
Media Arts: Tara Curran, Terri Anderson 
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