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Finding Your Way

(continued next page)

I think the most profound question
anybody ever asked is �Why is there
anything at all?�  And the best
answer is, in my opinion, echoed in
�Eucharistic Prayer A� in the Book
of Common Prayer: �Holy and
gracious Father: in your infinite love
you made us for yourself�� (p. 362).
What this means to me is that this
amazing and mysterious universe
through which we journey is, to
invoke the language of Ignatius of
Loyola, created �by love, of love and
for love.�  God is love, and creates a
universe full of creatures to love and
who will - in the best of all possible
universes! - respond with love.

Typically, when modern people
think of creation we think of the
�Big Bang.�  But creation doesn�t end
with its beginning: God creates
moment by moment.  Every breath
I take is a sacrament of the ongoing
process of creation.  No less a mind
than the great medieval theologian
and mystic Thomas Aquinas taught
that creation, and all creatures,
�emanate� from God.  Just as it is the
sun�s nature to radiate light and
energy, it is God�s nature to emanate
a creation to love.

Now God created me as a particular
creature, born in a specific place and
time with a unique constellation of
genetic traits, gifts, temperament,

physical attributes, and on an on.  So I
occupy a unique place in the grand
scheme of things.  My contribution will
be unlike anyone else�s.

Ignatian spirituality teaches that God
created the universe as the stage upon
which I find myself and ultimately,
return to God.  Everything in my life
that I encounter, the people, the
opportunities, and all the �stuff,�
confront me with the opportunity to
relate to them in such a way that my
life and my God given freedom will be
enhanced, or impaired.  In classical
Christian language, I would say that the
choices I make ought to transform me
into someone, like Jesus, who �glorifies,�
or who is �translucent� to, God.

And what could possibly glorify God
more than a human being who is fully

alive and radically free?  This is why
we Christians are so in love with Jesus,
in whom we meet the divine, loving
�ground� of creation.

Finding my way through and to life is
one of the things we mean by the art
and practice of discernment.  To
discover the choices that lead me and
me alone, unique creation that I am, to
life and love and freedom - to God - I
must practice what some spiritual
traditions call �indifference,� or
�detachment.�  This doesn�t at all mean
that I don�t care or am not fully engaged
in what�s happening in my life!  What
it means is that to tune in to what
choices lead me to life abundant I must
be open to anything that God might
dream for me.  This is why we pray, in
the traditional language of the Lord�s
Prayer, �thy will be done.�  I need to get
very clear about what I want so that I
can discover, or discern, who God calls
to me to be.

It isn�t always what we think!  Say that
God is calling you to a life of monetary
wealth, so that your money and assets
can be deployed to support the
ministries of others.  But you choose
instead to eschew wealth because you
are attached to the idea that God wants
everybody to be poor.  You become a
night watchman at a pediatric hospital
instead, a totally fine path but one that



does not call forth your unique potential.  Or God may be
calling you to married life, which can activate latent gifts of
compassion and a more impassioned, authentic engagement
with other people.  But you may cling to a belief that God is
best served by a celibate life in a monastery or convent where
you can immerse yourself in contemplation.

If we want to find our one true path to life and love and
God, our best prospects lie in a radical openness to anything.
When confronted with a choice in our journey, to discern
where the Lord will lead us, clarity will come when we
view all options with a balanced perspective.

How many times have you heard people say:  �I would not
have chosen to go through what I did, but I am really blessed
to be who I am today and know what I know now.  I have
God in my life.�  They might be talking about a serious illness
or loss, or failure in their vocation, or even the crushing
responsibility of leadership, power and wealth.

I so admired, for example, the lay leadership of St. Paul�s
Church in 2005 when they were open to anything God might
have cooked up for us as a community of faith that would
move our ministry and mission forward with the (we
thought) limited monetary resources that we had.  There
was never a serious doubt that we were following where
God was leading us, and that �all would be well,� even if we
had to sell our building or take on debt to maintain fidelity
to our vision of the ministry we shared.

A really practical aid to discernment is an exercise called the
Examen (eggs ZAH men).  It can be done on special occasions,
alone or with others, but is very effective for tuning in to
where God wants to lead you when you do it once a day for
a month.  Ask yourself these questions:

The idea is that if I am following where God is leading I will
know greater freedom and feel more truly alive, regardless
of the circumstances in which I may find myself.

Lord, my God,
When your love spilled over into creation

You thought of me.
I am

from love, of love, for love.

Let my heart, O God, always
recognize,

cherish, and enjoy your goodness
in all of creation.

Direct all that is in me toward your praise.
Teach me reverence for every person,

all things.
Energize me in your service.

Lord God,
may nothing ever distract me

from your love�
neither health nor sickness

wealth nor poverty
honor nor dishonor

long life nor short life.

May I never seek to choose to be other
than you intend or wish.

- JJJJJoseph Toseph Toseph Toseph Toseph Tetloetloetloetloetlowwwww, S, S, S, S, S.J.J.J.J.J.....

May you find peace, in God�s ongoing creation of you,
RRRRRandyandyandyandyandy



Vestry Meeting Minutes - 21 September 2006

PRESENT: Present:  Fred Accos, Katherine Adams, John Battin, Jim Gallaher,  Stan Hess, Randy Lord-Wilkinson,
Ken Luzbetak, Steve Matchell, Laura Murray

1)  Opened with pr1)  Opened with pr1)  Opened with pr1)  Opened with pr1)  Opened with praaaaayyyyyererererer

2)  Housek2)  Housek2)  Housek2)  Housek2)  Housekeeping Itemseeping Itemseeping Itemseeping Itemseeping Items

· Reviewed October calendar
· No correspondence
· Approved minutes, as amended, of last meeting

3)  Ex3)  Ex3)  Ex3)  Ex3)  Examenamenamenamenamen

4)  F4)  F4)  F4)  F4)  Folloolloolloolloollow-up Itemsw-up Itemsw-up Itemsw-up Itemsw-up Items

a.  Pledge Drive Committee:  Katherine Adams and Laura Murray have agreed to participate.  Kathy
Gallaher and Steve Fabry are still considering.

b.  Greeter Ministry:  This is an increasingly important ministry in our present stage of development.
The vestry will do a discernment next month to call greeters.

c.  Pam Armstrong:  There was a request to consider providing additional financial support for the
Marsha Stevens’ concert.  It was the consensus of the group that St. Paul’s support of the Marsha
Stevens concert in the form of food, flowers, utilities, and sexton’s services was sufficient.

d.  Finance Update:  We passed a motion to create the position of associate treasurer.  John Winesdorfer
will fill this role and report directly to the finance group.

e.  Parish Legacy Society:  Laura, Craig and Fred will meet with Carl Knirk on 4 October.

f.  Facilities Update:  We discussed building renovations, including suggestions to provide the youth with
the area behind the altar, move the columbarium to the nave (near the prayer lights) and do away with
the chapel downstairs.  We agreed to dispose of broken furniture and consider the purchase of new
replacement furniture.  Ken will prepare a preliminary project plan.

5)  Emer5)  Emer5)  Emer5)  Emer5)  Emerging Itemsging Itemsging Itemsging Itemsging Items

a.  Madeline Boatwright:  We voted to increase Madeline’s pay to $10 / hour.  We acknowledged she is
still in need of volunteers on Sunday morning.

 b.  Parish Discretionary Fund:  We voted to establish a parish discretionary fund, requiring two
signatures.  Proceeds from the votive candles and Thanksgiving bank every Sunday, plus the open plate
on the third Sunday of the month, will be deposited into the discretionary fund.

c.  Anonymous Gift:  We agreed to move the $20,000 anonymous gift, received in the open plate
recently, to a separate account to be established for the purpose of collecting “matching gifts”
associated with the Ducker gift.

Meeting closed with prayer.

John BattinJohn BattinJohn BattinJohn BattinJohn Battin
Clerk prClerk prClerk prClerk prClerk pro temo temo temo temo tem



Vestry Meeting Minutes - 19 October 2006

Present: Laura Murray, Stan Hess, Ann Horn, Barbara Moerler, Craig Vocelka, Katherine Adams, John Battin, Ken
Luzbetak, Fred Speaks, Randy Lord-Wilkinson, and Jeanne Wolf, clerk.  Mike and John Pebbles were guests.

Mike and John Pebbles discussed current needs of the Lord’s Neighborhood Diner to include food items and warm
clothing.  Discussions also included long-term needs for a ‘Partnership Agreement’ between St. Paul’s and the Lord’s
Neighborhood Diner to include roles of each partner and liabilities.   In addition, a need for more officers on their
board was discussed to include additional members from St. Paul’s and other churches that support the mission.  The
board’s agenda would include preparation of grants for an upgrade to the kitchen facility.  The remodeling project
would provide a walk-in freezer and commercial appliances. The hint of a major fundraiser was suggested for 2008.
At this time 300 meals are served each weekend.

HousekHousekHousekHousekHousekeeping Itemseeping Itemseeping Itemseeping Itemseeping Items
Reviewed November calendar and made corrections and additions
Read thank you note from Kitsap County HIV/AIDS Foundation
Approved minutes of last meeting with one correction

ExExExExExamenamenamenamenamen

FFFFFolloolloolloolloollow-up Itemsw-up Itemsw-up Itemsw-up Itemsw-up Items
Discerned persons called to Greeter Ministry. Vestry members will contact

                  candidates to determine their interest in this important ministry.
Financial Investment Committee Discernment – tabled until next meeting.
Knirk Parish Legacy Society – tabled until next meeting.
Results from Stewardship Inquiries – Only one volunteer for this activity.

It is possible that the Future Financial Report to the Congregation will suffice - along with a 2007 Pledge
‘Appeal’ letter request.

Financial RFinancial RFinancial RFinancial RFinancial Reporteporteporteporteport
The treasurer is nearly ready to issue pledge payments to date and an update on
current fiscal status. The letter will include a budget for 2007 to be mailed in
November.
A request was received from the Choir for 20 additional Gather Song Books.
A quote of $650 was received from the Sexton for refinishing the parish hall floors.

FFFFFacilities Racilities Racilities Racilities Racilities Reporteporteporteporteport
The Junior Warden presented a suggestion and photo to help vestry members to visualize a Columbarium wall
on the southern wall near to the current votive
candles and prayer station. Ken will obtain design and cost estimates from independent finished contractors
by next vestry meeting.

TAKE ME tags will be attached to items in the church that will be removed and taken to the Transfer Station by
the end of November.   Notices will be put in the bulletin and posted in Lord’s Diner eating area so interested
persons can claim items we no longer need at the church.

Unfinished business wUnfinished business wUnfinished business wUnfinished business wUnfinished business was tas tas tas tas tabled tabled tabled tabled tabled to include:o include:o include:o include:o include:
1. Request for 20 additional Gather Song Books.
3. Additional cost estimates to remove floor wax and apply new coats of wax to the floor in the Lord’s Diner.
4. Financial Investment Committee Discernment
5. Knirk Parish Legacy Society
6. The Finance Committee will respond to Rev. Pam Armstrong’s request for
additional financial support for the Marsha Stevens’ concert.

Closed with Prayer at 8:35 p.m.

Submitted bSubmitted bSubmitted bSubmitted bSubmitted byyyyy
E. Jeanne WE. Jeanne WE. Jeanne WE. Jeanne WE. Jeanne Wolfolfolfolfolf
VVVVVestry Clerkestry Clerkestry Clerkestry Clerkestry Clerk



The WThe WThe WThe WThe Wednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesday night class (7:00-8:00)y night class (7:00-8:00)y night class (7:00-8:00)y night class (7:00-8:00)y night class (7:00-8:00)
will begin reading Radical Amazement: Contemplative
Lessons from Black Holes, Supernovas, And Other
Wonders of the Universe, by Judy Cannato, on Novem-
ber 29 (the Wednesday after Thanksgiving).  The book
may be purchased for as little as $7.17 over the 'Net.
See Randy if you need help with procurement or
finances.  Also, the Sunday morning adult class will be
plotting its course with a planning session on Novem-
ber 12 from 9:00-9:50 in the Oliver Room.  All are
welcome.

The United WThe United WThe United WThe United WThe United Waaaaayyyyy
Support your community by giving to the United Way
campaign.  You may also designate St. Paul’s Church
as a recipient of your gift.

New E-mail Address for the Church Office: It’s
stpaul700@gmail.com.  Please make a note of it.  If
you send e-mail to one of the old addresses it will be
forwarded, for a while.

The LThe LThe LThe LThe Lororororord’d’d’d’d’s Neighborhood Diners Neighborhood Diners Neighborhood Diners Neighborhood Diners Neighborhood Diner
The third weekend of the month is St. Paul’s weekend
for Diner Service: We’re always taking names of people
interested in helping out in the Lord’s Neighborhood
Diner on the 3rd Saturday or Sunday afternoon of each
month, usually from about 3:00-5:00, downstairs in
the Hall. Look for the black clipboard that Randy will
pass around or leave on the nave table.

WWWWWe Hae Hae Hae Hae Havvvvve a Ye a Ye a Ye a Ye a Youth Grouth Grouth Grouth Grouth Groupoupoupoupoup
of the best teens in Kitsap County (if not the known
universe!) which meets regularly at 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Sunday afternoons.  Contact Ellie Holland at 698-8512
(or e-mail: blah_girl2002@yahoo.com) for more
information about meetings and activities.

Gentle YGentle YGentle YGentle YGentle Yoga Classoga Classoga Classoga Classoga Class
Randy’s “Gentle Yoga” class continues each Wednes-
day at 6:00 in the Nave.  All skill levels welcome.  Wear
loose comfortable clothing.

ChildrChildrChildrChildrChildren's Sundaen's Sundaen's Sundaen's Sundaen's Sunday School Houry School Houry School Houry School Houry School Hours Extendeds Extendeds Extendeds Extendeds Extended
Beginning on December 3rd (Advent I) Sunday school
hours for children ages 3-12 years will be extended.
Sunday school will begin, as usual, at 9:00 but will
continue through the first part of the late service. We
will wrap up in time to join families after the sermon at
the passing of Peace.
Children will be welcome to come and go at any time.
Our goal is to be available to those who attend either
the early or late service. We hope this extended time
will serve the whole community at St. Paul's.
Stay tuned for more information.

Kirking oKirking oKirking oKirking oKirking of the Tf the Tf the Tf the Tf the Tartartartartartans with Bagpiperans with Bagpiperans with Bagpiperans with Bagpiperans with Bagpipersssss
At the 10:15 AM service on Sunday, November 19, St.
Paul's Episcopal Church will have the annual Kirking of
the Tartans with pipers Seamus Neary and Suzanne
Wolf.  Everyone is invited to attend this service.  Please
wear or bring your kilts and tartan plaids for the
blessing of the Clans.  Following the service, traditional
Scottish haggis and tatties 'n neeps will be served.

Help mHelp mHelp mHelp mHelp my heart sing...Sabbatical discernment.y heart sing...Sabbatical discernment.y heart sing...Sabbatical discernment.y heart sing...Sabbatical discernment.y heart sing...Sabbatical discernment.
When I learned about financial aid being available
through ‘What will make your heart sing? 2007 Na-
tional Clergy Renewal Program’ of the Lilly Endow-
ment, Inc., my heart did start to sing. I have been on a
disability leave since 1992, yet I have continued to
volunteer in the prison ministry to which I feel called.
Because of my fixed income and lack of a paid relation-
ship with a church, I have been limited in ‘real vaca-
tion’ or spiritual renewal programs. The process for
applying for a grant calls for congregational participa-
tion, in large part because the sabbatical will also
benefit the congregation. If you feel called to journey
down this path with me, please call me at 377-4532 or
email me at awakenings98368@juno.com.
Thanks, and blessings,
PPPPPastastastastastor Por Por Por Por Pam.am.am.am.am.

Child CarChild CarChild CarChild CarChild Care Centere Centere Centere Centere Center
Our child care center is available for infants and
toddlers up to about 6 years old. It is now located
downstairs past the library and old nursery, which is
now Atrium 1, through the double doors to the left side
of the Narthex after entering the building. It is available
from 9:00 a.m. until after the 10:15 a.m. service. Please
contact Madeleine Boatwright (792-0486) or the Rector
(620-2376) if you have any questions or concerns.



NoNoNoNoNovvvvvember Birthdaember Birthdaember Birthdaember Birthdaember Birthdayyyyysssss

Todd Schoenberg 11-02-1989
Jane Ahlquist 11-05-1915
Don Vanlue 11-08-1930
Michael Lewis 11-09-1971
Gertrude Dibblee 11-12-1913
Gene Hall 11-12-1948
Terri Rice 11-18-1957
Ivy Rice 11-20-1996
Gayla Elverson 11-26-1958
Katherine Adams 11-28-1947

WWWWWedding Annivedding Annivedding Annivedding Annivedding Annivererererersariessariessariessariessaries

Hugh & Dawne Lewis 11-04-1966
John & Jennifer Laris 11-30-1968

Baptism AnnivBaptism AnnivBaptism AnnivBaptism AnnivBaptism Annivererererersariessariessariessariessaries

Don Vanlue 11-01-1950
Judith Wilkin 11-14-1948

Confirmation  AnnivConfirmation  AnnivConfirmation  AnnivConfirmation  AnnivConfirmation  Annivererererersariessariessariessariessaries

Alma Robertson 11-06-1955

dirdirdirdirdirectectectectectory changesory changesory changesory changesory changes

AbbenhausAbbenhausAbbenhausAbbenhausAbbenhaus, Edith, Shauna & TJ, Edith, Shauna & TJ, Edith, Shauna & TJ, Edith, Shauna & TJ, Edith, Shauna & TJ
(360) 876-4679
12715 Ranch Ridge Ct.
Port Orchard, WA  98367

LLLLLarisarisarisarisaris, John & Jennifer, John & Jennifer, John & Jennifer, John & Jennifer, John & Jennifer
(360) 479-4817
7087 Treemont Lane NE
Bremerton, WA  98311

Church Quiz � November 2006

1. What Principal Feast is in
November?
a) All Saints� Day
b) All Soul�s Day
c) Thanksgiving Day

2. When is All Soul�s Day (Dia de
los Muertos)?
a) November 1
b) November 2
c) November 26

3. When is All Saints� Day?
a) November 1
b) November 2
c) November 26

4. What is the last Sunday in
Pentecost?
a) St. Andrew�s Day
b) Christ the King
c) Advent

5. What is the first season of the
Church year?
a) Epiphany
b) Christmas
c) Advent

6. When does Advent begin?
a) 4th Sunday before Christmas
b) St. Andrew�s Day
c) Christ the King Day

Answers: 1a, 2b, 3a, 4b, 5c, 6a

WWWWWe are are are are are one people of Ge one people of Ge one people of Ge one people of Ge one people of God whood whood whood whood who
see Chrsee Chrsee Chrsee Chrsee Christ in all personsist in all personsist in all personsist in all personsist in all persons,,,,,

celebrcelebrcelebrcelebrcelebrate the mysterate the mysterate the mysterate the mysterate the mystery of Gy of Gy of Gy of Gy of God's lood's lood's lood's lood's lovvvvve fe fe fe fe for us all,or us all,or us all,or us all,or us all,
brbrbrbrbreak doeak doeak doeak doeak down the barrwn the barrwn the barrwn the barrwn the barriers that separiers that separiers that separiers that separiers that separate us fate us fate us fate us fate us frrrrrom one anotherom one anotherom one anotherom one anotherom one another,,,,,

prprprprprooooovide a home fvide a home fvide a home fvide a home fvide a home for evor evor evor evor everererereryyyyyone on their spirone on their spirone on their spirone on their spirone on their spiritual jouritual jouritual jouritual jouritual journeyneyneyneyney,,,,,
and equip the saints to do their ministrand equip the saints to do their ministrand equip the saints to do their ministrand equip the saints to do their ministrand equip the saints to do their ministry in the world.y in the world.y in the world.y in the world.y in the world.



PRISON MINISTRPRISON MINISTRPRISON MINISTRPRISON MINISTRPRISON MINISTRYYYYY---CHRISTIAN CRAFT---CHRISTIAN CRAFT---CHRISTIAN CRAFT---CHRISTIAN CRAFT---CHRISTIAN CRAFTSSSSS

On Friday, Nov. 3rd, I began a new adventure with 10 women at Mission Creek Correctional Center
for Women.

We are going to be making Christian Crafts. I will be starting with a project I know something
about: needlepoint labyrinth.

Below are the supplies needed for the making of 4 inch wide labyrinth coaster.

AVAILABLE AT Wal-Mart Michael’s1

Package of (10) plastic canvas circles—4" $1.27 $1.19

Craft Cord/Yarn: metallic, 10 yds. 9.2M

3 each red, blue, green, purple .96 1.19

same color felt (I forgot to get the price)

10 Gold Craft Cord/Yarn: metallic, 10 yds. 9.2M .96 1.19

27 yds. 2.79

5 #16 tapestry needle pack of 2 .76 1.39

Except for the needles, these are things I need for 10 women to each make one(1) labyrinth. (The
felt would carry over, depending on how much I get.) In the future, I would like to create Chrismons:
Christian symbols that have been made into tree ornaments. Since I haven’t made any yet, I don’t
know all the things I will need. But it would be similar to this list, except the yarns will be just white
and gold. If you can help, please check off what you can do. The supplies need to be at the church
by Thursday, 6:30 P.M. in order for me to use them the following day. (Cash is also acceptable!)

Thank you for your support of this ministry.

PPPPPastastastastastor Por Por Por Por Pamamamamam

P.S. The women can give finished items to family members, or donate to someone, or organization,
on the outside.

A MAJOR THANKA MAJOR THANKA MAJOR THANKA MAJOR THANKA MAJOR THANKS TS TS TS TS TO ALL WHO RESPONDED ON OCTO ALL WHO RESPONDED ON OCTO ALL WHO RESPONDED ON OCTO ALL WHO RESPONDED ON OCTO ALL WHO RESPONDED ON OCTOBER 29TH.OBER 29TH.OBER 29TH.OBER 29TH.OBER 29TH.


